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Notes on the Collection 

Historical Note 

Fidelis Zitterbart (1845-1915) was born in Pittsburgh, PA. He was a violinist, conductor, composer and 

teacher from the 1860s until his death in 1915. His father Fidelis Sr. was a well-known conductor, 

composer and violinist from Prague, and was Fidelis Jr.’s first music teacher. At the age of 9, Fidelis Jr. 

became one of the violinists in the Drury Theatre orchestra, conducted for twenty-four years by the 

elder Zitterbart. 

After studying violin in Europe for two years, he returned to New York in 1863 where he was a member 

of the elder Zitterbart's New York Theatre Orchestra, first violinist with the Theodore Thomas Orchestra, 

and concertmaster of the Strakosch Opera orchestra. 

Zitterbart came back to Pittsburgh to become an instructor at Andrew Williams’ American Conservatory 

of Music. When the school closed, he started his own music school, the Zitterbart Conservatory. 



He was appointed director of the Pittsburgh Philharmonic Society and the Beethoven Society. In the 

1880s he organized the Zitterbart Orchestra. 

Fidelis Zitterbart Manuscripts are located at the University of Pittsburgh. The entire collection is scanned 

and available online. 

 

Scope and Content 

• Music facsimiles 

• Music manuscripts 

• Published music 

Container List 

• Volume 1: “Adagio cantabile,” for string quartet. 4 parts. Facsimile. Fragile. 

• Volume 2:  
o “Scherzo-minuetto,” for string orchestra. Score and 7 parts. Manuscript and facsimile. 
o “A Norse Child’s Requiem,” for string orchestra. Score. Manuscript. 
o “Romance (in Eb Major),” for piano and viola. Score and part. Manuscript.  

• Volume 3: “Columbus Overture,” for orchestra. Score and parts. Negative facsimile.  

• Volume 4: “Columbus Overture,” for orchestra. Score and parts. Facsimile. 

• Volume 5: “Faust,” for orchestra. Score and parts. Negative facsimile.  

• Volume 6: “In the Forge,” for orchestra. 16 parts. Published music. Fragile. 
 

See also 

• Fidelis Zitterbart Manuscripts – University of Pittsburgh, ULS Digital Collections 

• The Zitterbart Collection—A Legacy Unevaluated 

• Fidelis Zitterbart in the CLP library catalog 

https://digital.library.pitt.edu/collection/fidelis-zitterbart-manuscripts
https://symposium.music.org/index.php/19/item/1834-the-zitterbart-collection-a-legacy-unevaluated
https://acl.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=Fidelis%20Zitterbart%20&searchType=smart

